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end of June. No rally was recorded and hope was steadily
abandoned. For learned and fatuous discussion nothing
had been seen like it since the devout doctors of the Middle
Ages.
America, badly in need of arms reduction in terms of the
merest business interest, tried to link the proceedings to the
Lausanne Conference by means of some quiet blackmail—no
reduction of arms from Europe, no cancellation of debts
from America. This was followed up with President
Hoover's famous proposal for a reduction of arms by one-
third all round. Great Britain once again played for time,
and in doing so lost whatever opportunity there was in this
offer. Italy accepted it without reservation, France was un-
favourable and Japan turned it down. It is arguable that a
clear acceptance by us in principle at once might have
galvanized the Conference into constructive action. But by
the middle of July the Hoover plan was, for the purposes of
practical politics, dead. The Conference merely used it as a
pretext to terminate the first part of its work forthwith. On
July 20 Sir John Simon, his legal faculty in full play, pre-
sented a Draft Resolution which set out in full all the points
on which all the Governments were in approximate agree-
ment. These were so few as to exceed the worst fears of the
weary delegates. Although the Resolution was in no way a
policy it was adopted; Russia and Germany voted against it.
and Germany withdrew from the Conference until such time
as her status should come up for consideration.
The autumn was devoted to a Franco-German dispute,
with Mussolini accepting in the Sunday Times Germany's
equality thesis, and Sir John Simon warning Berlin not to
repudiate the military clauses of the Versailles Treaty. The
situation hardened into deadlock. An attempt to invoke a
Four-Power Pact came to nothing; nobody could agree
where to meet. Herriot saw MacDonald, and Mussolini made
speeches, but with the steady deterioration of events in the
Far East, the diplomatic inanity and intransigence of Europe
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